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23-month-old baby died last week. At
around 6.30 pm, two other female

cleaners came into the room to find the
baby lying unresponsive on a mattress,
flat on the ground. As they attempted to

turn the baby onto her back, the baby fell
on to the floor and later died. The baby

was taken to the mortuary and an
autopsy took place, with the cause of

death determined to be lack of oxygen to
the brain caused by multiple aspiration of

gastric contents. The cleaners are
employed at a Grade 3 Hospital and are

paid by the NHS. They are both employed
by NHS services and receive their normal
salary and housing. They are also signed
up with the appropriate trade union and
receive the appropriate counselling and

healthcare. As part of their contract, they
are required to use all the safeguards and

precautions at their disposal in their
cleaning duties. The cleaners are well
aware of the hazards of their job and
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have received all the appropriate training
and are all employed on permanent

contracts. The cleaner who found the
baby is providing evidence to the Health
and Safety Executive and in keeping with
their legal obligations. Out of respect to

the mother of the baby, she would not be
making any statement to the media.

ENDS Notes to editors 1. The Health and
Safety Executive is the UK’s national

regulator for health and safety at work. It
is responsible for ensuring that work at
every workplace is carried out in a safe
and lawful manner. 2. The Health and

Safety Executive investigates fatal and
serious injuries that occur at work and,

where necessary, publishes its findings to
assist people, employers and the general
public to understand what they could do

to improve the safety of their workplaces.
3. People may be able to make a

compensation claim against the HSE for a
work injury. Find out more at:
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