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the Invention The present invention relates to the
field of wall panel mounting and more particularly

to the mounting of wall paneling to a wallboard
formed of gypsum. 2. Description of the Prior Art

Gypsum wallboard is commonly used in the
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construction of building walls. Gypsum wallboard is
generally formed by mixing a calcium sulfate

hemihydrate and water, applying the mixture to a
moving paper web, and drying the paper web to

form the wallboard. The wallboard is placed into an
elongate mold where it is partially compressed

against the mold to form an elongate wallboard.
The elongate wallboard is then cut into the desired
length and shaped to form a desired wall panel. The
elongate wallboard formed into the wall panel may
be cut to size at a job site by a power miter saw.
When a wall panel is to be mounted, for example,

to a building wall, the wall panel is formed of a
suitable material such as metal or a suitable plastic
material. The wall panel generally comprises a flat
top plate having a flat bottom plate. The top plate

and bottom plate are generally formed in one piece
and extend the full width of the wall panel. The wall
panel is then laid against the wall, for example, by
pushing the wall panel into a groove formed in the
wall. Nails are generally employed to secure the
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wall panel to the wall. The wall panel has nail holes
extending from the top and bottom plates. The wall
panel is generally secured in place by driving nails
through the top plate and into the wall. However, in

cases where the wall panel is to be mounted to a
wall which has been formed by the molding of
wallboard, the wall panel cannot be secured by
driving nails therethrough since it is formed of a
different material. Wallboard panels are often

formed of a variety of colors, for example, white,
cream, or another color. In this case, the wall panel
must be placed on a wall which has been previously
painted. This requires the wall to be repainted. It is
desirable to provide a wall panel mounting system
which can be used to mount wall panels formed of
a variety of materials to a wall having already been
formed with a wallboard which has previously been
painted. It is also desirable to provide a wall panel
mounting system which accommodates the fact

that wall panels are often formed of
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