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Indian Navy on Tuesday launched its biggest warships ever
to drill in the western Pacific Ocean and China's first aircraft
carrier Liaoning as it seeks to expand its naval presence in
the region amid fears of a rise in territorial tensions in the

South China Sea. Two Indian aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya
and guided missile destroyer INS Sahyadri left India on
Monday evening on a month-long journey to conduct

operations in the Indo-Pacific region. INS Vikramaditya and
INS Sahyadri are sailing in different directions. The former is
headed towards the South China Sea and the latter towards
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the Mediterranean. The INS Vikramaditya and INS Sahyadri
are the biggest warships that have ever been sent to the

region. The two warships will hold joint exercises with the US
Navy and other allied nations as part of the Indo-US joint
military exercise named 'Dreyfus 2018'. The warships are

capable of carrying nearly 20 fighter planes, which will
provide a deterrent against any aggression in the region. The
Chinese government has been agitating in the region for the
creation of a so-called'string of pearls'-- a network of heavily
armed outposts that can be used to pivot towards any of the

South China Sea's land features in case of a crisis with
Taiwan. India has become increasingly worried about the

possibility of a Chinese build-up in the South China Sea given
China's aggressive posture in the neighbourhood and the
fact that the US is not fully committed to hold China back.

The two armed warships will dock at a US naval base in San
Diego before they cross the Pacific to participate in joint

exercises in the Pacific Ocean. The Indian Navy will also hold
joint exercises with other nations in the Gulf of Oman and the

eastern Indian Ocean. US Navy Admiral Philip Davidson
described India as a major global military power in the recent
keynote address at the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore. He
said India was a source of great strength in Southeast Asia
and it had shaped the security environment in the Bay of

Bengal region and the South China Sea. (This story
c6a93da74d
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